20/4/08
Parish Newsletter : Fifth Sunday of Easter, 2008 Year A 

I am the way, the truth and the life!

Here we are in the upper room, at the last supper Jesus will share with his disciples. He knows what lies in store for him and he knows this is the last opportunity to teach those who are his own. After washing their feet, he begins to prepare them for his leave taking. In this opening discourse he tells his followers he is going ahead to prepare a place for them, and that the God whom Jesus knows as Father awaits them in this place.

How do we get to this place and how can we know the Father. The answer to both is the same; Jesus.
This is important for us to understand. We do not need to spend time and theology wondering about the nature of heaven or the demeanour of God. All we need to know can be known by choosing Jesus as our path. The truth of his gospel is the heaven we seek. And the life of Christ we share as one body is the divine life that leads us to the heart of God.

WELCOME TO HOLY FAMILY PARISH

Fifth Sunday of Easter, Year A
Readings may be found in your Sunday Missal on page 629

RESPONSORIAL PSALM
May your love be upon us O Lord, as we place all our hope in you.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia! Alleluia! Jesus said, 'I am the Way, the Truth and the Life. No one can come to the Father except through me.' Alleluia!

PARISH BENEFIT DANCE
To be held at Our Lady of Peace School Derwent Drive, Burnham on Friday May 2nd. 8.30 p.m.
Dancing will be to 'Deirdre & Finbar' Tickets available at the door.

OFFERTORY COLLECTION:
Counters this week, Donna Hayward & Bernadette Moran. Last week's collection was £745.09
Thank you very much

ST BERNARD'S PREPARATORY SCHOOL
Owing to increasing numbers the Governors are seeking to appoint teachers at key stages 1 & 2. RE and ICT coordinators are required and mathematics would be an advantage. We are also seeking to appoint a Learning Support Assistant with an NNEB. Telephone 01753 521821 asking for an application form.

LANGLEY COMMUNITY COFFEE SHOP
On Tuesday of this week those attending will be given hints on Container Gardening. Handy tips for those with small gardens or balconies and for those who have limited mobility or trouble bending down.

ANNUAL BLESSING OF GRAVES
Will take place on Sunday next, the 27th April. You are asked to gather at the main gates at 2.00 p.m.

UCM
Will meet on Thursday at 7.30 in the Narthex - new members always welcome. Please bring along a cup and saucer to the meeting and discuss why they are special to you. I am told that a small prize will be awarded to the prettiest cup or best story told. (I'm really happy not to be judging that one!)

PARISH BOOK CLUB
Watch this space for details on how to get your book before we next meet on Monday 12th & 19th May

OFFERTORY ENVELOPES
New envelopes for those people already using them are available in the Narthex of our church. They are in alphabetical order and we would ask that you take the one with your name on. If you would like to use envelopes please put your name and address on the clipboard file on the table and there will be a box for you next week. Gift aid forms and standing order forms are also available and should be returned to the presbytery when completed. Many thanks for your continued support.

ST THOMAS A BECKET FOUNDATION-GOLF DAY
To be held at Western Turville Golf Club near Aylesbury on Thursday May 1st. The cost of the day is £33 including coffee & bacon roll on arrival, 18 holes of golf, refreshments on the way round and a ploughman's buffet meal afterwards. £14 of this cost will go directly to the foundation. Fr Kevin would love to see Langley well represented, so have a word.

DAY OF RECOLLECTION
For those people who became full members oi the church at Easter. We will begin with a shared Lunch at 1.00 and finish in time for mass. This will take place at Holy Family on Saturday May 3rd and we would like you to bring your sponsors with you. Please keep the date in your diary. There is a letter for you in the sacristy next weekend.

CONFIRMATION
A reminder to all those young people who are preparing for Confirmation. Your next meeting is on Saturday 26th April at 10.00 a.m. Please remember to bring your permission slips for our day retreat to Worth Abbey.

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION
There is a meeting for all parents of those children preparing for First Holy Communion on Monday 28th April at 7.00 p.m. in the Narthex of our church and a preparation mass on Sunday 4th May

PILGRIMAGE TO FATIMA
From Friday 20th to Thursday 26th June, 2008. The cost of this pilgrimage is £550 plus insurance for the seven days. Departure is from Heathrow For further details please contact Judy Fernandes on 01753 675786 or Kitty Flood on 01753 533230

HOLY FAMILY CLUB ENTERTAINMENT
Saturday, Bingo Extra & disco. Sunday, live music

HEARING IMPAIRED?
Switch your aid to setting T to benefit from our loop system
Have a good week.

